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PARTLOW LAW OFFICES, PLLC 
Kendal E. Partlow, Attorney at Law 

March 12, 2026 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 

State of West Virginia Municipal Home Rule Board 
1900 Kanawha Blvd, East, Building 1, Suite W-300 
Charleston, WV 25305 

RE: Town of Gilbert's Submission of Home Rule Plan Application 

Dear Madams/Sirs: 

As you were informed by letter dated January 29, 2026, the Town of Gilbert made known 
to your agency and the Cabinet Secretaries for all other West Virginia Departments that it would 
be seeking and applying for Home Rule status. This is to further inform that the Town of Gilbert 
has retained my law firm to provide it legal assistance regarding the application process. 

Enclosed along with this letter you will please find the "original" and eight (8) copies of 
the Town of Gilbert's Home Rule Plan and supporting documents for the Board's consideration 
at its April 15, 2026, meeting. 

Should you have any questions and/or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Otherwise, thank you for your time and attention to this matter and our team looks forward to the 
privilege of presenting our Home Rule Plan to the Board. 

Sincerely, 
PARTLOW LAW OFFICES, PL 

/L_lftdh~~ 
BY: Kendal E. Partlow, Esq. 

Enclosures 
cc: The Hon. Michael Fox, Mayor of Gilbert 



Welcome to the Town of Gilbert, Mingo County, West Virginia! 
A friendly town along the Guyandotte River! 

TOWN OF GILBERT 
WEST VIGINIA MUNICIPAL HOME RULE APPLICATION 

For Presentation to the West Virginia Municipal Home Rule Board at its April 15, 2026, Meeting. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Town of Gilbert is a town in Mingo County, West Virginia, United States, along the 
Guyandotte River. The population was 333 at the 2020 census. Gilbert was incorporated in 
1918 and named for Gilbert Creek, which derives its name from the name of an early traveler in 
the area who was killed by Native Americans. 

Gilbert is known nationwide for the Hatfield-McCoy A TV Trails that are located in the 
area. There are a number of lodges and restaurants in Gilbert. 

On July 1, 2023, after a months-long design contest, the town announced its new flag, 
"The Star of Bright Promise". 

At the 2010 census there were 450 people, 212 households, and 137 families living in the 
town. The population density was 454.5 inhabitants per square mile (175.5/km2

). There were 262 
housing units at an average density of264.6 units per square mile (102.2 units/kni2). 

The racial makeup of the town was 99.1% White, 0.2% Asian, and 0.7% from two or 
more races. Of the 212 households, 21.2% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 
51.9% were married couples living together, 10.4% had a female householder with no husband 
present, 2.4% had a male householder with no wife present, and 35.4% were non-families. 32.1 % 
of households were one person and 17.4% were one person aged 65 or older. The average 
household size was 2.12 and the average family size was 2.64. 

The median age in the town was 49.7 years. 15.3% of residents were under the age of 18; 
8.2% were between the ages of 18 and 24; 18.6% were from 25 to 44; 36% were from 45 to 64, 
and 21.8% were 65 or older. The gender makeup of the town was 45.1% male and 54.9% female. 

At the 2000 census there were 417 people, 187 households, and 120 fan1ilies living in the 
town. The population density was 407.6 inhabitants per square mile (157.4 inhabitants/kni2). 
There were 227 housing units at an average density of 221.9 units per square mile (85.7 
units/km2

). 

The racial makeup of the town was 97.84% 'White, 0.96% Asian, and 1.20% from two or 
more races. Of the 187 households 27.8% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 
50.3% were married couples living together, 10.7% had a female householder with no husband 
present, and 35.8% were non-families. 31.6% of households were one person and 15.5% were 
one person aged 65 or older. The average household size was 2.23 and the average family size 
was 2.82. 

The age distribution was 20.9% under the age of 18, 6. 7% from 18 to 24, 28.5% from 25 
to 44, 27 .1 % from 45 to 64, and 16. 8% 65 or older. The median age was 43 years. For every 100 
females, there were 98.6 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 90.8 males. 

The median household income was $29,219 and the median family income was $32,250. 
Males had a median income of $38,750 versus $25,938 for females. The per capita income for 
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the town was $20,219. About 11.7% of families and 15.5% of the population were below 
the property line, including 16.7% of those under age 18 and 16.9% of those age 65 or over. 
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SECTION 1: APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Type ofSuhmi.Ysio11: Initial Plan 

Ge1teral Information: 

a. Name of Municipality: Town of Gilbert 
b. Certifying Official: Michael Fox, Mayor 
c. Contact Person: Amanda Reyes, Town Manager 
d. Address: 5 Wharncliffe Avenue, Gilbert, WV 25621 
c. Phone: (304) 664-9625 
f. Fax: (304) 664-3222 
g. Email: thetownofgilbert@gmail.com / thetownofgilbert(a1frontier.com 
h. Website: www.gilbertwv.com 
1. 2020 Census Population: 333 
J. 2025 Estimate: 333 
k. Town of Gilbert Council Members: 

i. Quinn Miller 
ii. Enoch Michael Mounts 
iii. Brandon Cline 
iv. Missy Birchfield 
v. Valerie Bradford 

I. Town of Gilbert Recorder: 
i. Kyle Surber 

m. Town Attorney: 
i. Kendal E. Partlow 

Municipal Clast.·ification: 

Class IV 

Categ"ries of Issues to be Addressed: 

l. Authority to impose a Municipal Sales and Use Tax; 
2. Authority to abate eyesores and dilapidated and/or unsafe properties and to seek 

reimbursement of costs and expenses incurred by the ability to assert a lien on the 
property without a Magistrate or Circuit Court Order; 

3. Authority to shorten period of time for forfeitures of real property when owners of 
structures that have been fom1ally determined to be dilapidated and/or uninhabitable 
refuse to timely remediate and/or appropriately address code violations; and 

4. Authority to issue on the spot citations for code violations concerning public 
nuisances, safety and health. 
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SECTION 2: NARRATIVE: 

Issue 1: AUTHORITY TO IMPOSE A MUNICIPAL SALES AND USE TAX (Category -
Tax) 

Specific Legal Barrier{s) to implementation of Issue 1: 

West Virginia Code §8-13-5, §8-13C-4(a), §8-13C-4(b) 

Specific Problem(s) created by State Law to implementation of Issue 1: 

W.Va. Code §8-13-5 sets forth standards by which municipalities can apply a Business & 
Occupation Tax on all businesses operating within the corporate limits of the municipality, but 
prohibits municipalities from charging a tax rate higher than the maximum rate imposed by the 
state. Declining industry and tax base have caused this legislation to become outdated and 
ineffective at supporting municipal operations and their vision for growth. 

W.Va. Code §8-13C-4(b) permits municipalities to charge a 1 % Sales and Use Tax if 
they repeal their Business and Occupation Tax. The revenue generated by a 1 % Sales and Use 
Tax will not cover the revenue shortfall created by eliminating Business and Occupation Taxes, 
which will cause a greater adverse effect on the Town's already strained budget. 

Proposed Solution(s) to Issue 1: 

With the authority pursuant to W.Va. Code 8-1-Sa, the Town of Gilbert seeks to enact an 
ordinance that imposes a 1 % municipal Sales and Use Tax that would be administered, collected 
and enforced by the West Virginia State Tax Commissioner and conform with the requirements 
of W.Va. Code §11-10-llc and the requirements of the Streamlined Sales and use Tax 
Administration Act as codified in W.Va. Code §11-15-B-l, et seq. As allowed by West Virginia 
Code, the Town of Gilbert seeks to enact a municipal Sales and Use Tax, while reducing certain 
categories of Business and Occupation Tax in order to benefit small business owners. 

Summary Discussion of Issue 1: 

The revenue generated from enacting a 1 % municipal Sales and Use Tax would not 
simply roll into the Town of Gilbert's general fund. Rather, it would be dedicated to specific 
projects and services not currently funded within the Town's general fund budget. Dedicated 
funds would also include funds for existing projects, as well as matching funds to secure large 
federal/state grants for community improvement. 

Examples of areas wherein those funds could be applied would be, but not limited to, 
hiring additional police officers, infrastructure development, demolition of abandoned structures 
deemed not only unsightly but also unsafe, improvement of streets that are in disrepair but not 
owned by the Town of Gilbert, repairs to municipal properties as necessary, etc. See "Fiscal 
Statement" for a detailed description of the Business and Occupation Taxes that are proposed to 
be either reduced or eliminated and the estimated revenue flowing from the Sales and Use Tax. 
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ISSUE 2: AUTHORITY TO ABATE EYESORES AND DILAPIDATED AND/OR 
UNSAFE PROPERTIES AND TO SEEK REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS 
AND EXPENSES INCURRED BY THE ABILITY TO ASSERT A LIEN ON 
THE PROPERTY WITHOUT A MAGISTRATE OR CIRCillT COURT 
ORDER (Category-Administrative) 

Specific Legal Barrier(s) to implementation of Issue 2: 

West Virginia Code §8-12-16, §8-12-5(23) 

Specific Problem(s) created by State Law to implementation of Issue 2: 

The Town of Gilbert, subject to the availability of funds with which to do so, has the 
ability to repair, alter, or demolish dilapidated and/or unsafe property but is presently limited to 
merely sending a bill to the property owner to attempt to recoup the money expended. in taldng 
such abatement measures, which often leads to such bills being unpaid and consequentially acts 
as a disincentive for taking such measures. 

W.Va. Code §8-12-16 governs the adoption by municipalities of Ordinances regulating 
the repair, closing, demolition, etc. of dwellings or buildings unfit for human habitation. It 
allows every municipality to file a lien against real property for an amount that reflects all costs 
incurred by the municipality for repairing, altering, improving, closing, demolishing, etc. but 
requires that a lawsuit first be filed in order to obtain such lien, thus adding even greater costs 
and time to the reimbursement process. 

Additionally, W.Va. Code §8-12-5(23) vests municipalities with the authority to, by 
Ordinance or Resolution, provide for the elimination of hazards to public health and safety and 
abate or cause to be abated anything which a majority of the governing body fmds to be a public 
nuisance, but does not provide any authority for filing liens against property for fees incurred in 
removing such hazards or nuisances. 

Proposed Solution(s) to Issue .2: 

The Town of Gilbert seeks the ability to, after providing due notice, repair, alter or 
demolish property, mow overgrown grass, and collect unlawful accumulations of garbage and 
rubbish within its municipal boundaries, and thereafter, without court approval, place a lien on 
the property for the amount expended by the Town of Gilbert in taking such corrective actions. 

Summary Discussion of Issue 2: 

If granted this authority, the Town of Gilbert would be able to greatly improve its 
aesthetics - which it believes would go towards attracting additional residents and businesses to 
its Town - while simultaneously improving the safety and health conditions for its current 
residents and businesses and be able to do so in a more timely, self-contained and cost efficient 
manner. 
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ISSUE 3: AUTHORITY TO SHORTEN THE PERIOD OF TIME FOR FORFEITURE 
OF REAL PROPERTY WHEN OWNERS OF DILAPIDATED AND/OR 
UNINHABITABLE STRUCTURES REFUSE TO ADDRESS CODE 
VIOLATIONS - (Category- Administrative) 

Specific Legal Barrier(s) to implementation of Issue 3: 

West Virginia Code §8-12-16(A)(n) 

Specific Problem(s) created by State Law to implementation of Issue 3: 

West Virginia Code §8-12-16(A)(n), states that: 

If a registration fee remains delinquent for two (2) years from the date it was 
placed on record in the clerk of the county commission in which the property is 
located and assessed, the municipality may take action to receive the subject 
property by means of forfeiture. Should the municipality take steps necessary to 
receive the subject property, the municipality then becomes the owner and takes 
the property subject to all liens and real and personal property taxes. 

As such, the above provisions provides town's like the Town of Gilbert a toll for 
addressing uninhabitable structw·es that violate building codes and which are a serious threat and 
problem for our neighborhoods and citizenry at large. Specifically, this process allows the town 
to investigate and inspect uninhabitable properties with code violations, notify an owner with 
detailed information that the property will be registered as noncompliant by both posting on the 
property and sending certified mail, and provide the owner forty-five ( 45) days to fix the code 
violations or make a plan for fixing them in a reasonable time. 

The law, as it stands, allows the owner the right to appeal for ninety (90) days after the 
receipt of notice about the code violations. Only after this intensive process takes place, may the 
municipality register the fee for code noncompliance with the clerk. Then, that fee assessment 
can be appealed within thirty (30) days by the property owner, before it becomes finalized as a 
lien on the property. 

If at the time the fees for the unhabitable property violations remain unpaid, the town can 
take the structure in forfeiture - but only after two (2) years of waiting. With this, the town does 
not have authority under West Virginia law to deal with unhabitable property with code 
violations where the owner completely refuses to fix the violations or work with the town, for a 
period of at least twenty-eight (28) months; a lengthy period of time which hinders the timely 
clean-up and repair of town neighborhoods. 

Proposed Solution(s) to Issue 3: 
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Without altering any of the protections for owners of uninhabitable properties to fix the 
issues mentioned above, the Town of Gilbert seeks a shortened period between the time that the 
owner of a dilapidated property refuses to address the problem, and the time that the town can 
talce the structure by forfeiture and finally start to remedy the problems with the town's own 
resources. 

As mentioned above, the timeframe for initiating the forfeiture hinders the town, and the 
Town of Gilbert thus seeks to shorten that period of waiting after noncompliance from two (2) 
years to a period of twelve (12) months. 

Summary Discussion of Issue 3: 

Together with the initial 120 days of property owner protections, the change will allow 
the Town of Gilbert to address the dilapidated properties in a total sixteen (16) months (120 days 
plus the twelve (12) month waiting period), rather than the current span of28 months (120 days 
plus two (2) years waiting) and is altogether more reasonable for remediation to occur in a timely 
fashion. 

ISSUE 4: AUTHORITY TO ISSUE ON THE SPOT CITATIONS FOR CODE 
VIOLATIONS CONCERNING PUBLIC NUISANCES, SAFETY AND 
HEAL TH (Category - Administrative) 

Specific Legal Barrier(s) to implementation of Issue 4: 

West Virginia Code §7-l-3(k), §8-12-5(23), §8-12-16 

Specific Prohlem(s) created by State Law to implementation of Issue 4: 

Presently, the Town of Gilbert official responsible for Code Enforcement is unable to 
issue citations "on the spot" for external public nuisances that affect the safety and health of the 
Town's citizenry at large such as, but not limited to, sanitation, garbage, tall grass, etc. Rather, 
said official is required to send preliminary notices and provide an opportunity to respond, which 
automatically increases costs to the Town and further delays resolution of the issue. This 
requires additional manpower and the lack of immediate citation power results in decreased 
compliance by property owners and/or occupants. 

W.Va. Code §7-1-3(k) provides authority to county commissions to enact ordinances, 
issue orders and take appropriate actions to eliminate hazards of public health and safety and to 
abate any condition which it determines to be a pubic nuisance. Said ordinances of the county 
commission may provide for a misdemeanor penalty for its violation and the applicability of any 
such ordinances of the county commission may be applicable to the entire county or any portion 
thereof it determines appropriate. However, it does not specifically give municipalities the 
ability to issue "on the spot" citations once an ordinance is passed allowing municipalities to do 
so. As such, as the law stands, municipalities, acting through their appropriate agents, such as 
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police officers or Code Enforcement Officials, are unable to issue "on the spot" citations to 
offenders. 

Likewise, W.Va. Code §8-12-5(23) also allows municipalities to, by ordinance or 
resolution, provide for the elimination of hazards to the public health and safety and to abate or 
cause to be abated any condition which a majority of the governing body determines to be a 
public nuisance, but again does not provide authority to the municipality for granting citation 
powers to the appropriate municipal officials charged with code enforcement. 

W.Va. Code §8-12-16 allows municipalities to adopt Ordinances regulating the repair, 
closing, demolition, etc. of dwellings or buildings unfit for human habitation. Additionally, 
municipalities may adopt ordinances requiring the owner of any such building to pay for the 
costs of repairs, alterations, improvements, demolition, etc. In the event said owner fails to make 
said payment, however, this same statute also requires a time consuming and cost increasing 
process wherein the municipality must institute a legal proceeding in Circuit Court in an attempt 
to be able to assert a lien on the subject property and to seek costs and e:xpenses. 

Specific Solution(s) to Issue 4: 

If granted the authority sought herein, the Town of Gilbert will enact an ordinance 
providing its code enforcement official with the power and authority to issue "on the spot" 
citations for certain, specified violations. The citation power will extend, but not be limited to, 
sanitation, drainage, sidewalks in disrepair, high weeds, grass or both, graffiti, exterior garbage 
accumulation and open storage. The citations authorized by said ordinance may be issued to the 
owner, lessee, sublessee, tenant, occupant or agent or manager thereof, presently having control 
over the property in question, and an opportunity to respond will be afforded to the cited party by 
having the opportunity to contest the citation in Municipal Court. It is noted that the City of 
Charleston sought and was granted this authority and has reported faster compliance with 
external sanitation violations and public nuisances. See Special Report: Municipal Home Rule 
Pilot Program, pg. 12. Of 63 citations issued under the same authority sought by the Town of 
Gilbert in this issue, there were only 2 appeals. 

Summary Discussion of Issue 4: 

The Town of Gilbert believes that with the authority sought herein, it will see, just as 
Charleston and other cities who have received this authority have seen, dramatic improvements 
in the Town's ability to effectively, efficiently and in a timely manner remedy public nuisances 
affecting the safety and health of the citizenry at large as well as the ability to recover the costs 
associated with such abatement measures and also the deterrent affect it will hopefully have on 
property owners/occupants that will go towards reducing the instances of needing to abate such 
conditions in the first place. 
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APPENDIX 
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NOTICE 

At a meeting held on January 28, 2026, the Town Council of Gilbert, Mingo County, West 
Virginia, approved, on first reading, a Home Rule Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to submit a 
Home Rule Pilot Program Application to the West Virginia Municipal Home Rule Board. In 
accordance with §8-l-5(h)(l) et seq., of the West Virginia Code, notice is hereby given that the 
Town of Gilbert's Home Rule Ordinance and Home Rule Pilot Program Application will be 
available for public inspection starting January 28, 2026, at Gilbert Town Hall, located 5 
Wharncliffe A venue, Gilbert, WV 25621. A Public Hearing regarding the Home Rule Ordinance 
and Home Rule Pilot Program Application, to be immediately followed by a second reading by 
the Gilbert Town Council, will be held on March I 1, 2026, at 6:00 p.m., at Gilbert Town Hall 
(same location and address as above). The Town of Gilbert's Home Rule Pilot Program 
Application will include proposed ordinances for (1) Authority to impose a Municipal Sales and 
Use Tax, (2) Authority to abate eyesores and dilapidated and/or unsafe properties and to seek 
reimbursement of costs and expenses incurred by the ability to place a lien on the property 
without a Magistrate or Circuit Court Order, (3) Authority to shorten the period of time for 
forfeiture of real property when owners of dilapidated and/or uninhabitable structures refuse to 
address code violations; and (4) Authority to issue on the spot citations for code violations 
concerning public nuisances, safety and health. 
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l}urxwer & &r&re 

Gilbert 

S,eNT VIA CERTIFIED MAIL/ 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

January 29, 2026 

State of West Virginia Department of Revenue 
Eric Nelson, Cabinet Secretruy 
.A TIN: Chainnan of the West Virginia Municipal Home Rule Board 
1900 Kanawha Blvd., East 
Charleston, WV 25305 

Dear Secretaiy Nelson: 

PO Box 188 

5 Wharncliffe Avenue 

Gilbert, WV 25621 

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing, to be immediately followed by a second 
reading, will be held at a special meeting of the Town of Gilbert on March 11, 2026, at 6:00 p.m., 
concerning the Home Rule Ordinance authorizing submission of the Town's Municipal Home 
Rule application and written report to the West Virginia Municipal Home Rule Board. 

A copy of the wording of the public notice that has been sent to both The Williamson 
Daily News and the Mingo Messenger for publication is attached to this Jetter and said notice will 
be published as a Class II Legal Advertisement in both newspapers with the first running in the 
Williamson Daily News being on February 4, 2026, and the first running in the Mingo Messenger 
being on February 6, 2026. 

As of January 28, 2026, a copy of the Home Rule Ordinance and Home Rule Application 
will be available for inspection at Gilbert Town Hall during the course of its regular business 
hours, which are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

This letter shall also serve as official notification by the Town of Gilbert to apply for 
Home Rule status at the Municipal Home Rule Board's next meeting, which is currently set for 
April 15, 2026. 

,~,-. -
MichaelFoz 
Town of Gilbert 

CCCR: 7021 1970 0002 0598 3077 

~ tl1etownofgillJert@grnc11l.corn a (304) 664-r,525 I~, v,s,tgilbertwvcorn 
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January 29, 2026 

SENT VIA CERTIFIED MAIV 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

State of West Virginia Department of Transportation 
Stephen Todd Rumbaugh, Cabinet Secretary 
J 900 Kanawha Blvd.~ East, Building S 
Charleston, WV 25305 

Dear Cabinet Secretary Rumbaugh: 

PO Box 18: 

5 Wharncliffe Avenut 

Gilbert, WV 2562 

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing, to be immediately followed by a 
second reading, will be held at a special meeting of the Town of Gilbert on March 11, 
2026, at 6:00 p.m., concerning the Home Rule Ordinance authorizing submission of the 
Town's Municipal Home Rule application and written report to the West Virginia 
Municipal Home Rule Board. 

A copy of the wording of the public notice that has been sent to both The 
Williamson Daily News and the Mingo Messenger for publication is attached to this 
letter and said notice will be published as a Class II Legal Advertisement in both 
newspapers with the first running in the Williamson Daily News being on February 4, 
2026, and the first running in the Mingo Messenger being on February 6, 2026. 

As of January 28, 2026, a copy of the Home Rule Ordinance and Home Rule 
Application will be available for inspection at Gilbert Town Hall dwing the course of its 
regular business hours, which are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

This letter shall also serve as official notification by th,~ Town of Gilbert to apply 
for Home Rule status at the Municipal Home Rule Board's next meeting, which is 
currently set for April 15, 2026. 

Sincerely, ~z-Michael Fo fayor 
Town of Gilbert 

CCCR: 7021 1970 0002 0598 3084 

~ (304) f.\134-!3625 [iJ v1s,:91ll:iertwv.com -
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January 29, 2026 

SENT VIA CERTIFIED MAIL/ 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

State of West Virginia Department of Administration 
Eric Householder, Cabinet Secretary 
1900 Kanawha Blvd., East, Building 1, Room El 19 
Charleston, WV 25305 

Dear Cabinet Secretary Householder: 

PO Box 18 

5 Whorncliffe Avenu 

Gilbert, WV 256: 

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing, to be immediately followed by a 
second reading, will be held at a special meeting of the Town of Gilbert on March 11. 
2026, at 6:00 p.m., concerning the Home Rule Ordinance authorizing submission of the 
Town's Municipal Home Rule application and written report to the West Virginia 
Municipal Home Rule Board. 

A copy of the wording of the public notice that has been sent to both The 
Williamson Daily News and the Mingo Messenger for publication is attached to this 
letter and said notice will be published as a Class II Legal Advertisement in both 
newspapers with the first running in the Williamson Daily News being on February 4, 
2026, and the first running in the Mingo Messenger being on February 6, 2026. 

As of January 28, 2026, a copy of the Home Rule Ordinance and Horne Rule 
Application will be available for inspection at Gilbert Town Hall during the course of its 
regular business hours, which are Monday through Friday from 8:00 am. to 4:00 p.rn. 

This letter shall also serve as official notification by the Town of Gilbert to apply 
for Home Rule status at the Municipal Home Rule Board's next meeting, which is 
currently set for April 15, 2026. 

~ -
Michae!Fz 
Town of Gilbert 

CCCR: 7021 1970 0002 0598 3091 

~ th,)townc1fgill)ert@,grnoil.com a (304) 664-9625 [i] vis1tgill)8rtwv com -
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rj/uChlJer & &r&re 

Gilbert 
January 29, 2026 

SENT VL4 CERTIFIED MAIV 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

State of West Virginia Department of Commerce 
Dr. Matthew Herridge, Cabinet Secretary 
1900 Kanawha Blvd., East, Building 3, Suite 600 
Charleston, WV 25305 

Dear Cabinet Secretary Herridge: 

PO Box 18 

5 Wharncliffe Avenu, 

Gilbert, WV 256L 

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing, to be immediately followed by a 
second reading, wil.l be held at a special meeting of the Town of Gilbert on March 11, 
2026, at 6:00 p.m., concerning the Home Rule Ordinance authorizing submission of the 
Town's Municipal Home Rule application and written report to the West Virginia 
Municipal Home Rule Board. 

A copy of the wording of the public notice that has· been sent to both The 
Williamson Daily News and the Mingo Messenger for publication is attached to this 
letter and said notice will be published as a Class II Legal Advertisement in both 
newspapers with the first running in the Williamson Daily News being on February 4, 
2026, and the first running in the Mingo Messenger being on February 6, 2026. 

As of January 28, 2026, a copy of the Home Rule Ordinance and Home Rule 
Application will be available for inspection at Gilbert Town Hall during the course of its 
regular business hours, which are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

This letter shall also serve as official notification by the Town of Gilbert to apply 
for Home Rule status at the Municipal Home Rule Board's next meeting, which is 
currently set for April 15, 2026. 

Sincerely, 

~~ Michael Fox, ayor 
Town of Gilbert 

CCCR: 702 l 1970 0002 0598 3107 

~ rll•etownotgilbert@grnoit.corn a (304) i164-0625 (., I vis,tgilbmtwvcorn 
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■ Complete Items 1, 2, and 3. 
■ Print your name and address on the reverse 

so that we can return the card to you. 
■ Attach this card to the back of the maifptece, 

or on the front If space permits. 

\ 
!\"'2026 ) 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON•DELIVERY -~ . ·~ 
A Signature 

□ Agent 
□ Addressee 

i;. Received by (Printed Name) C. Date of Oel\very 

D. Is delivery address different from Item 1? □ Yes 
If YES, enter delfvery address below: Cl No 

□ Priority Mali Express® 
0 Re9istared Mail™ 
0 Registered MaH A09trii;tod 
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0 Slgnaturo Confirmation 

Restricted Delivery 
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1}urmJer &fJ.x.r&re 

Gilbert 
January 29, 2026 

SENT VIA CERTIFIED YA,lftl 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

State of West Virginia Department of Veterans Assistance 
Ryan Kennedy, Cabinet Secretary 
1900 Kanawha Blvd., East, Building 5, Room 205 
Charleston, WV 25305 

Dear Cabinet Secretary Kennedy: 

PO Box 18~ 

5 Wharncliffe Avenut 

Gilbert, WV 2562 

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing, to be immediately followed by a 
second reading, will be held at a special meeting of the Town of Gilbert on March 11, 
2026, at 6:00 p.m., concerning the Home Rule Ordinance authorizing submission of the 
Town's Municipal Home Rule application and written report to the West Virginia 
Municipal Home Rule Board. 

A copy of the wording of the public notice that has been sent to botti The 
Williamson Daily News and the Mingo Messenger for publication is attached to this 
letter and said notice will be published as a Class II Legal Advertisement in both 
newspapers with the first running in the Williamson Daily News being on February 4, 
2026. and the first running in the Mingo Messenger being on Febnmry 6, 2026. 

As of January 28, 2026. a copy of the Home Ruic Ordinance and Home Rule 
Application will be available for inspection at Gilbert Town Hall during the course of its 
regular business hours, which are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

This letter shall also serve as official notification by the Town of Gilb<.::rt to apply 
for Home Rule status at the Municipal Home Rule Board's next mceting1 which is 
currently set for April 15, 2026. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ Michael Fox, ayor 
Town of Gilbert 

CCCR: 7021 1970 0002 0598 3114 
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January 29, 2026 

SENT VIA CERTIFIED MAIL/ 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

State of West Virginia Department of Health & Human Services 
Alex J. Mayer, Cabinet Secretary 
One Davis Square, Suite 100 East 
Charleston, WV 25301 

Dear Cabinet Secretary Mayer: 

PO Box 18! 

5 Wharnctiffe AvenuE 

Gilbert, WV 2562 

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing, to be immediately followed by a 
second reading, will be held at a special meeting of the Town of Gilbert on March 11, 
2026, at 6:00 p.m., concerning the Home Rule Ordinance authorizing submission of the 
Town's Municipal Home Rule application and written report to the West Virginia 
Municipal Home Rule Board. 

A copy of the wording of the public notice that has been sent to both The 
Williamson Daily News and the Mingo Messenger for publication is attached to this 
letter and said notice will be published as a Class II Legal Advertisement in both 
newspapers with the first running in the Williamson Daily News being on February 4, 
2026, and the first running in the Mingo Messenger being on February 6, 2026. 

As of January 28, 2026, a copy of the Home Rule Ordinance and Home Rule 
Application will be available for inspection at Gilbert Town Hall during the course of its 
regular business hours, which are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

This letter shall also serve as official notification by the Town of Gilbert to apply 
for Home Rule status at the Municipal Home Rule Board's next meeting, which is 
currently set for April 15, 2026. 

Sincerely, 

~r- -

Michael Fox~ 
Town of Gilbert 

CCCR: 7021 1970 0002 0598 3121 

r::::-:,, 'I I f ·1· r~ ., a '·,14'. 6'~. g 0 2r· ~ c ·10 '•wno g1 0E>r,:i;1umrn .corn i_.A ., u..-. i:, o I e> I v1s1tg11!)e! twv.corn 



U.S. Postal Service·~ 
CERTIFIED MAIL!;' RECEIPT 
[h)mest11:: Mm/ Ontv 

:>-5 



January 29, 2026 

SENT VIA CERTIFIED MAIL/ 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

State of West Virginia Department of Homeland Security 
Douglas Buffington, Cabinet Secretary 
1900 Kanawha Blvd., East, Building 1, W400 
Charleston, WV 25305 

Dear Cabinet Secretary Buffington: 

PO Box lAl 

5 Wharncliffe Avenw 

Gilbert, WV 2~62 

Notice is hereby given 1hat a public hearing, to be immediately followed by a 
second reading, will be held at a special meeting of the Town of Gilbert on Marnh 11, 
2026, at 6:00 p.m., concerning the Home Rule Ordinance authorizing submission of the 
Town's Municipal Home Rule application and written report to the West Virginia 
Municipal Home Rule Board. 

A copy of the wording of the public notice that has been sent to both The 
Williamson Daily News and the Mingo Messenger for publication is attached to this 
letter and said notice will be published as a Class II Legal Advertisement in both 
newspapers with the first running in the Williamson Daily News being on February 4, 
2026, and the first running in the Mingo Messenger being on February 6, 2026. 

As of January 28, 2026, a copy of the Home Rule Ordinance and Home Rule 
Application will be available for inspection at Gilbert Town Hall dw-ing the course of its 
regular business hours, which are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

This letter shall also serve as official notification by the Town of Gilbert to apply 
for Home Rule status at the Municipal Home Rule Board's next meeting, which is 
currently set for April 15, 2026. 

Sincerely, 
~,- -
Michael FoxZ­
Town of Gilbert 

CCCR: 7021 1970 0002 0598 3138 

~ lhGtownoff!illX•1t@c rn 1il.r:01n 
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0 Prlorlty Mall Expiess® 
0 Registered Mail'" 
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Delivery 
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'[}uC<hJer & &p&re 

• Gilbert 
January 29, 2026 

SENT VIA CERTIFIED MAIV 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

State of West Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection 
Harold D. Ward, Cabinet Secretary 
601 57th Street, SE 
Charleston. WV 25304 

Dear Cabinet Secretary Ward: 

PO Box 18 

5 Wharncliffe Avenu 

Gilbert, WV 256: 

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing, to be immediately followed by a 
second reading, will be held at a special meeting of the Town of Gilbert on March 11, 
2026, at 6:00 p.m., concerning the Home Rule Ordinance authorizing submission of the 
Town's Mw1icipal Home Rule application and written report to the West Virginia 
Municipal Home Rule Board. 

A copy of the wording of the public notice that has been sent to both The 
Williamson Daily News and the Mingo Messenger for publication is attached to this 
letter and said notice will be published as a Class II Legal Advertisement in both 
newspapers with the first running in the Williamson Daily News being on February 4, 
2026, and the first running in the Mingo Messenger being on February 6, 2026. 

As of January 28, 2026, a copy of the Home Rule Ordinance and Home Rule 
Application will be available for inspection at Gilbert Town Hall during the course of its 
regular business hours, which are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

This letter shall also serve as official notification by the Town of Gilbert to apply 
for Home Rule status at the Municipal Home Rule Board's next meeting, which is 
currently set for April I 5, 2026. 

Sincerely, _ 

~~ 
Michael Fox./4yor 
Town of Gilbert 

CCCR: 7021 1970 0002 0598 3145 
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or on tilt: front If space permit5. 
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January 29, 2026 

SENT VL4 CERTIFIED MAIV 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

State of West Virginia Municipal Home Rule Board 
1900 Kanawha Blvd, East, Building 1, W300 
Charleston, WV 25305 

Dear Madams/Sirs: 

PO Box 18l 

5 Wharncliffe AvenuE 

Gilbert, WV 2562 

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing, to be immediately followed by a 
second reading, will be held at a special meeting of the Town of Gilbert on March 11, 
2026, at 6:00 p.m., concerning the Home Rule Ordinance authorizing submission of the 
Town's Municipal Home Rule application and written report to the West Virginia 
Municipal Home Rule Board. 

A copy of the wording of the public notice that has been sent to both The 
Williamson Daily News and the Mingo Messenger for publication is attached to this 
letter and said notice will be published as a Class II Legal Advertisement in both 
newspapers with the first running in the Williamson Daily News being on February 4, 
2026, and the first running in the Mingo Messenger being on February 6, 2026. 

As of January 28, 2026, a copy of the Home Rule Ordinance and Home Rule 
Application will be available for inspection at Gilbert Town Hall during the course of its 
regular business hours, which are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

This letter shall also serve as official notification by the Town of Gilbert to apply 
for Home Rule status at the Municipal Home Rule Board's next meeting, which is 
currently set for April 15, 2026. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Michael Fox, ~or 
Town of Gilbert 

CCCR: 7021 1970 0002 0598 3152 

~ thetow11ofgilbert@g1 noil.l,O!'n a (3rJ4) 66•H)6'..:1J 

30 
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Affidavit of Legal Publication and Posting 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

COUNTY OF Mingo, TO-WIT 

I I.:]_,\ \\-tn D u_Q01;-;-·c1assifiecl Advertising 

Representative of the The Williamson Daily News, a newspaper 

pul)lished in tile county of Mingo, West Virginia. hereby 

certify that the annexed publication was inserted in said 

newspaper _ ______ _______ _ 

The cost of publishing said annexed advertisement 

as aforesaid was j 62.64 

Commencin(J On: 02/04/2026 

Ending On: 02/11/2026 

Given under my hand this day 02/11/2026 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 02/11/2026 
]amson, ~ingo ounty, West V'.rginia 

Notary Public of, in and for Mingo County, West Virginia 

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: lJ 8 SCJ 

~ 

J,l'- .,L,0-- -~\..v.a",,,____ 

ahl1u1 :bl:111k 



Ad Proof 

I of I 

NOTICE 

At a meeting _ held on 
January 28, 2026, the 
Town Coun<:il of Gilbert, 
Mingo county, West Vir• 
ginia, approved, on first 
readmg, a Home Rule 
Ordinance authorizing 
the Ma~or to submit a 
Home Rule Pilot Pro­
gram AopliC:ii6on to the 
West Vi~inia Munlclpal 
Home Rule Board. ln 
accordance vmh §8-1-51 
11)(11 et seq., of the 
West Virginia Code, no­
tk:e Is hereby given lhat 
lhe Town of Gilbert's 
Home Rule Ordinance 
and Home Rule Pilot 
Program Aoplic:ation will 
be available for public 
ins~lion starting Jam1-
ary 28, 2026, at Gilbert 
Town Hall, located 5 
Whamcliffe Avenue, Gi~ 
bert WV 25621. A 
PubHc Hearing r~rdipg 
tile Home Rute Ord~ 
nance and Home Rule 
Pilot Program Al)pljca­
tion, to tie immeaIately 
followed by a secooo 
reading by the Gnbert 
Town Council, will be 
held on March 11 
2Q?!>-1 at 6:00 p.m., al 
G= Town Han (same 
location and address as 
above!. The Town of 
Gibert's Home RUie Pilot 
Progi:am Application will 
include pro~sed ordi­
nances for (l) Aulhorit)' 
to impose a Municipal 
Sales and Use Tax, (21 
Authority to abate eye­
sores and dilapidated 
ancl/or u11Safe plOP.er­
lies and to seek reim­
bursement of costs and 
expenses incurred by 
ttie ability lo place a fen 
Oil the property without 
a Magistrate or Circuit 
Couri-order, (3} Alllhori-
1>" to shorten the period 
of lime for forfeiture of 
real pr()j!erty when own-
ers of dilapidated 
and/or uninhabitable 
structures refuse to ad­
dress code violations; 
and (4) Authority to 
issue on the spot cha• 
lions for code vlolatiOlls 
concerning 11ublic nui­
sances, safety and 
heaflh. 

LH-414446 
02-04,11;2026 
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:Mingo 
IIIIESSENBER 

YOUR SOUR ca POf.l. ALL ·r1-JJNQS MINQO 

NEWSPAPER AFFIDAVIT 

APPLICATION NO: ,£:rs,: Rc.4,l~ p;/01 .;,,o., .,~,,., 

I, BetLiM4ed( /ld1M,ru ~~4r:111t J1:JS;JPf~t: of the 
Mingo Messenger newspaper, a newspaper in Mingo County, 
West Virginia1 do hereby certify that from my own knowledge 
and a check of the files of this newspaper that the advertisement 
of /nrme. · -a-u~Je · 0 1 g.;,r • "'~t!!! tor 

;rhe n>w, ~, G-:11p g,- ,-. was inserted 
in the Mingo Messenger on the following dates: 

DATE 2/b 
DATE 2 /,.J 
DATE __ 
DATE __ 

PAGE NO .• f.({ 
PAGE NO. 3/ lS 
PAGE NO. __ _ 
PAGE NO. __ 

SIGNATURE O .12.A.k-fl2Ct:~ DATE J. -1/o-;2 IP 

Subscribed and Sworn to before me bY- 2; ~ '1#L/~ 

This /6.,H, dayof ?'" ~ ,2026. 

NOTARY PUBLIC ~ ~ 
State ~i 

.. ' . . ·-·· - - .. 
IP No /l.vup 11;.ql 
.. . -·· . .r . . .. . . -- .. . . . . -. 

My commission expires: - -=-';J'.--=v__,,lY~~-'-8+-1 ---'d'--IJ----=~'--1 _ _ _ 
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- PJ,EASJ! 
CHBCK 

YOURAD 
Please rend your 
11d t.he 1lr11c. ~ 
il nj>Jlel\ta in the 
paper. Rcpo 
nny errol"II imme-­
diately and we 
will ,;ladly cor-
1·eet any f!J'TOr& 
pubHarnxl. Ore. 

'~~t~~ebec1\11111J:~ 
nly. After t 

firlrt day tM a 
can bti C(llTtittud 

m- UM! nimein­
ing number u 
mnY, but L,.tidit 
wi11 nut. be iti­
sucd for day& ad 
r1mincon-«tly. 

Pt:BUSHF.ll'S 
N0'11Cll 

All re11l ,~Mc mh-rr­
tl~ing in L~it. news­
Jl..tJler i~ ~uhjee( rn 
1he Fair lf(ll.tsinr, 

ToOt.!RH.DIIIS 

Ad 1\1lich nmkt:i,; It 
i111,i:.nl rn nrlvt1ti~~ 
"mw pret'~1't~1l'\~, 
limlt:\llon or dis­
crinrin:w.in,1 "-'tf;td 
Ollrx:t>.t.-olOl".rffi• 
r..inu .. iteX. hnmtir.ap. 
lmnllhJ \llllltt. or 11;1• 
1i1mal origin, ur mt 
intent.it~11 tu ma.le 
1111y~ud11)1\"fur(-,ncc, 
limiUllk,n uc dil-
1.1lmiJ111tfoo.·. P.1• 
mili:tlindulk!!i i.:hil-
1tre11 und,;,r the a,;t­
of I~ livin!!' wiltt 
paro111~ r1r ltgal t>U~-

~~::~• ~,,r:; 
Mruring ,'tt<;t1ldy nr 
ct1ildrenu11der Ill. 
This: lltlWSJ.1<1pcr will 
not knowrngly 111:­
.,;qil Ill)- mJverli:rinp: 
forre:ilei:1:ire.which 
ililnvlnlittkinffltlle 
law. 011r m:ulcn m: 
hi-rN'ly inrormt-d 
thnt nll dwellio;;., 
:111vcrtil:ffl in t!~i: 
now,.p(lperarcnvnil­
ubh; uo lUl ct1uul Oil-

ToOuiR1,tJ1U11 

portnnit} b;1;i~. •fo 
..:ornplni11 vr tlir 
rrim1nulinn, L'l.111 
HUD loll-fi\."\~ 11t l­
~IN~9m. TIK' 
tuU-ft\lG nmnbt'.l' fur 

:~~~:~.9~1~~~-~ 

·1i11iffl-'!1rrn :-,,.,,,i 

1Nl 1LE1',\I 

l'l ' IU.I( Nl>ll<"FrU: ~·11,\'.\"(iJ,; Ii" l'ATE.' 
Wl'J'II l'IWl'OSl·:n Et-.HX'"lt\'l,'. Jl ,\"l'E 

POLlc'rns 
T.ho Mingo Mes­
senger reser 

~~\t:=t• 
con~l or cleclim• 
any ad. We will 
nat knowing! 
accept advertis 
ing 1,hat di~crhn­
inAtel on the 
lllfl of ~mr, aae 

~~~::{ ni~ 
01• :phy,iical iii 
abihty. 

RtiALflfAT'i:FOtlRENT 

FORIU!NT, 
Corum'!rcial and 
Retiid~ti..cd Prop-

wtrl:iunuwn, ~ 
Coll 804-235-
&SDa or 30-1-687-
0410. 

:,.:t1ll1 I 1, ll<.'11•l•y 1!11,•11 rl1.11 \r,,uut.mw,:r (,,1, ! "Hlt),lll.1 1M,"1ura111<:.:t1 .• 1 p11hli~ 

nLiln.1, h;i• hk•I \\llb Ilk· !'I IHI IC '\H{\J( ·1 I. 1)\\:\11'-~l(l' I )t, \\ I !d \ It.◄ a:--.1., .. 1 

l,1till n,i11.,111u,;• itl\n>.r.,•,l 1,11,•,. h-lh ,m,l ,IL1h'<'' IHI ll!mt,111";,? 11.11111.t! ~.t, \l't\._,. r,, 
·11'1"'\~IIIUlh:ly .!l~.IM~J ,11-.,,11,,,.,, 111 ll,rrh•'III. lk1lwk·. )1.,,.., .... Br,l\\1'11. llf, .. ,'-.,·. 

: 1:::~·~I .• :/:i:.:~'.l:::~ .~.:~t .. :t \(::'.:;~~:~~ ;,.'. ·;:;:::; .. ,rl:i.ln;:::;, ;,1.1 n;::;1,~ ~l~~ni~:·;_:;,.''~:'.:;.::~. 
\\;W•,ILilL \I , ... ,11.~-k.l>i,1,dl. \k1,,•1.).li111:1,1! \lmc"'· \l,•11,111;.•,111.1. \1<>111,,•. \l"l}!o!I' 
'\i,l-~•fa,. 111,,,,. j\•11,lkl,>n. l'1.:~M111. l'ouum. M:.,:l't~I•. M:.11"'1,,IJlh. ~h,111,• . H,,·m,: . 
"-111t1111, ,..-. 1 n, lo.,·1. J, kt I l"h111. \\,'.""-' \\rr,- I. \\111. \\,ut .u~I \\ ~011111111: I ·, >111H1,•~ 

iU \\,•,.j \11;.•11•1,1 

~!\1;·,,1.~:;:;.:~•~l~;~'.1 '1:•:'.::·:'.r: :~~: i;:_~,lfl~:.\•~ ~le;,:,\~: Ir:;::~• ;•~,l~rl;;::,~:~:'. ~,:~ ;:,:::I~~:;•~~.~::::.~!: '~+ 

:: ., :::;~~.\;::'.~ ::~~' ,:~:::.n~;~ :~'l.:;:;~~'.\·;,1;~'1\1~111; 'S j'.1~i'.'; l1l:~~t~~;~ ~.';':'.,:: ~ :~r;:;~;~:~;r:::: 
111,1,•,1~,· Ill l•.!•l' 1,111•, <'I ,.u.~,, I r11~1.u11! ;J ,k:11,•.c,.,• Ill lh,: l •1r1111,111v· .. l11'f.1 .. t1ullllP." 

l.:t•1~:•u•n11'UI 1111d l·\p;n,,j, •11 1'101;•!'.Ull l"IJll j•'·, ,,[ ~ )r..1/-:'I .IICIO. I Ii,• ·,,,,•r;ff,. 11h>U!hl\ 

1>11! 1,11 1lw,: ,~!ll•"h, l,1..,,f, •11 ,·11,1,1111,·r, \I ill h.. d1;m1:,•,l .is f.,!I,,", 

l{l.'~i,t,.·m1.,I 

1•0 1111111,·1,i,II 

I ;11;:•· l·,,111111-.•r,1.11 

lu,111~1,i.,I 

\fr ... 111' 

11111,·1· 

I~) hl<".!"21~' ··--···l'i I hi<'H':I'-\' 
,•H,l IU ~"'/ •· 

, 1-l .!l .J.n•r'.i 

' I J!-'::,O: ~-, I l I '; 
.., 1-:; ~fo I f'o'I '• 

°'I:'-,-<, I q 'l 

/ hi•. 111,·1,•;1,r ''"- <lljl<>t,lf,'' thi• r.UI.' i111p ... 1 ,,r tl11: ,·,m111!.,11'c" i•IH'\I01\·rt1 lllhkl lhi: IRIJ' 
!11;1! 1•.;1•. ['bn•,I ltlh> ...,.,. ",. :1, ••1 ',l'l'(o.'1111'-'1 .1-1 .:!(I:\ ,\-. ., rnuh. 1h,• (, IIIIJl.•Jt~ 

llh'I"'"-·~ h11nl11,:,• th.· 11:J 1', , ,ui111,o,·nl ul 1h 1.11,·, td:1101~• 1" lh •t !ll\•"'li•k:m "ht"t1 Ilic 

11<·•• h,r-,•1.lh'' J.."''itll•lt'llnt 

lk •• 1I,:, ,·11•1LU11i:1, <>! M,1111•1,101,•,•r I i,1.., l ·.,,.,l',111~ 1111;!1,.k ( ·:111;+.IU \·,ill.-~ t ,.1• ( ·,.mp,111,. 

• ,o,lin,d l',.i111r.1I ("" ~ ,1m1\111_•. lt,,p,: (P:1,. 111c .\lq:,111 Oil ,111,J ! ia, t ·,1m1••111~. In, 
,m,11 ,a, ,II ]'liiiipp1. 

111<· 111< 1,·,,,,:, ,1 ► "-•U;IH" l•1w,l,•t1.i,l.'1,11-.·,,~ .1ll ,u•,h·111o·,,111 l)II' 111,Jj(,lh.',1,J,,,, 111,11 

I id11;,I I ll"l•lllk"I'> 111.,.1 ,._,, ,·,,,. m,;,1•.,-,., 111,11 Ill<" ~rc.u,·, .. , I,:, .. rh,111 .n 1.·1.1;.:,· h1rt)k'I 

111,,,,:. :h.- 1,•,1110:,10:d w1 .. •, .m,I di.ffc.-~ ,11. ••nh .1 prop,is,,1 rn1,l .1H' ,t,t'>tl·,·i 1,, dt.JH!,:<' 
!llkH'.1":' ,11 \11:1.·r•·••••·,1 I•• lh,: l'11Mr .. ,;,, • ., ... ,. I ·,,.m11i,,.1,,11101 ,1~ r,•,1<0 <\ ,,J 1b1,. !1h•1~ . 

. \H\ 111,:rt'.M. i11 t,11..-.. ,m,I dLllJ,'o', ...,,II 111>1 l,•.-l'II c rll,·\ln,• 1111411 .u11l1o,nN,I ~n,I 

.,,,,-n .. t·,11,:, dk l'ul<t1 .. ,,.,·.t,·,· ( 1••m11,,""" ill 1, ""·""').: 1, .... h,·,luk1l.11o,11,,· .. ,11 ht.· 
•:!'1'111•11111.· 1111w.111,J p/;,.·r,~ h,•.u-111~• 1 

\i1.,, "/,' dt~llmi.• I" 111!n>1·n,· ,111d ,II.I .t, .\ p,:nl\ 1111'1(' o. ;N• ,h,,ultl lik ,111 ,,, t--,•/,.r,• \l.1\ 

"'· ~H..!h. ii l',•li!IHII lo flll\'ll1.'l1t· ,·,,mpl;-,111:.: 1,,111111 .. 1 •'!llll!I-.W>11 mk• ••n ltlk,.,·,u,,~, 

Ill 1111· l{ur,-.. ... P,"41iu· .m,l l't•,~••hlll', 1~111 ~.1-t. I . 111,1,,,, .. 1!11•m,w llh'<l!l!\'J ~ 

•""""'"''"! ,,,.lo.·, 4h,· 1 ·,,.,u,u"''"' 11'-'' ,:•l,1M1.J, •• 1!11,11 1k,1tllu1<,• hil 1ur,,•1,1•111 ... 11 

I ,,1/111,· lr>l111wh pi,,1.•~ ,,, t1ll,·11,·1w ,.,II! .,n,•, 1 •·•Ill" n;•i,,, 1,, l'h'I•''' "''" ,.11,· "~n-.... , •• 
,., ,, 'p,0·1u 1p.11, 111 l\ll!Ht· p,,~·,'"(•lm:• ,\11~••11<· ,k,u111r t(\ p,,111·,1 ,1t,,11td !1k ,, \I flll<'II 
p1,>r,".1 ,i, .... ,111 ;" l"""'"hk .. ,llh•'l•;:11 f•n•i..-·0 1, ,,;IJ h• ;u:.:,•1•1,·,I l•J rh,· 1·,,1111111, .. 1,,n 
1\lt,otJ}-'lt Iii,· 1'\'IIA'lh.) ••I 1!11, 1u,-..,','LIJ11·' ,\JI IM>-•11·,1\ •>I n·•lll< .. 1, II• Ulk,,..:11,• ,{1,•ulil 
l"i<'II~ ,1a1l' Uk· 1,· . .-.,1u l•'l lh•· Ill••!~ • ., nllu•\'n'"'" N~tl•f'..J, ,,. 1Ul.-r1<·ttt· 11111"'-I 
, ,1111ph l,111, thr t ,11111111"1,,11·, u1k, •'II 11•1.·r•,·11111111 •\O iJ1:a,,·11Jto11-. n1,1~ 1..,. m,rikd 

,111,l ,rd,lr.·• .. •·•I 1,1 l\,1J,'II H11,lo.l(~. l·.\,:c·1111\,: ',,:11\'l,11\. 1'111,Jn !->.:11i1·,• \ o.•!111111"11~1,,1 

\\",·-,1 \·11~i111,1, P\ l. Jl,,1, :-ii~. (·h,nl~·-.i"'I \\,••I \1•).'i11,.1 :1"'3.! \ ••! m.1) 11<: h.,ud ddn 

;:~~;.;~l:•:.~:::~:~:'~'i:'~~lti::::~!5,::'.~~~~-l~:,;:•0;•11•r~!l;·,11 •:'.:llll

1

1~:,;I•~, ~;;:;~'.'.~' ,.',".~: •• 

\ ··••lllflkh· u,,._I" ••1 llll' r·,,.11p.1111·, 1.,r1fl r1JY•p1•,,1h .11~1.r n•111·4••,:,1Jl:/Jl<i.' 111 1h,· 
,·,,111r1.m~ tn 1•n•1i,k 1111,,rm:ui"n ,,111n•111in!' tltis 1,11ifl ,11,• 111.11l.1hk 1,1,1111.mt,,ma,. 

l'IP\f'l."l"lt\1· ··•t"•IIIH'1~•»- 1111.•11 ··~•·11h ,Ii,, .... t, ,\l,>11 lllf n.i"!i,l· "' Hu· ( orup.111;-,-. 

,\ v,1p1 ,11 1h1, forill 1-. ;1(•,11 e11,,tl,1hl,• l,'I' pul•hi. 111-.p,-.. 11,,,i .II 1h1' ,1ll1c·<' ul 1lw I '<·•ti 

11· . .: :-.n r,•1.1,1 ,,1th•' 1'11hfi1 'i,·n1,·,• 1·,.,11111,..-,.,n.11 Jrll lh,~,1., ',1,,·1•L( !1.111,·,(•'II. \~..-.! 
\up11t,1,:"ili)I 

NOTICE 
Ar A nri'le!IJHJ hP.h1 r</l J;1n111ttv ?.13. 20::li, lh(' TO\Vfl Grn1111;1j 

<if G1lbort. Mir)QoCrnmly. Wosl Vugmra, npJ)rO\·etJ. n,1 hr~\ 
r(>ading, ::i Home Rule 0,,11nm'l(';c nut11or11111n lhe Mayor lo 
subrnil ti HoniP. l~ulc P1lc1I Pmgrsll'n Applir:.il,011 to lho 
WQS\ Vlf~Jtrn6 Mu111cipnl Hom'.!' Ault) Boo1d, In accordHUCfl 
.,,..1,h §8- l-54hl<l) 1;'11 s~ .• Qf ttle Wl?'.i1 Vlfgllli."I Cn.io.?. notf'f;e 
1s hemby g1v1,1n that th& f()wn of G'IOO"t·s Home Ruin 
Ord1nanr:::e °nnd Homa Rule Pilol Pmgram J\ppl1calion will 
be ,w.11il;,lllo Im public mff~f!Clion startinu J:muarv 28. 
:-1026. at (,t!t)P.rl Towrl Holl. IOC11t0d 5 WhllfflGh(fe Avei1oc. 
Gilbor1, WV 256?1. A Puhtic He.w11,q re(Ja«ift'Q the Komu 
1'4.Jle Qrd41V1t\Ol aix.t Ho1ne Rolt' P1k>t Program 
Apphc.-1tion. 10 oo 1m1mKfm:toly foflowet! by a second 
roodmg by !M Gilbel1 TQWfl CllllOCi!, w,lf he held un Marr)\ 
11, 2026. Ill 6:00 p.m .. .At Gilbprt Town Holl (S."lffie local1QO 
.,ncf addfe«;s .'.'IS :1hcK•t'J, Ttw Town of G1IIJerl·:i;. Home Auk! 
Pilot Progrmn Applicnlro/\ Wtil it'lclude proposed otth· 
minces for (tJ Aulho11lv to Hlli)O'lle a MtJnrc1pal S.."lles and 
Use Tax, r2l Aulhoril~· to abtilo eyesrnes .and (ldapu::lftled 
and/or Lln~ata propt_1rlies alld to 5-fl&k ra1mhl.lrsern(:ml of 
c,;f)~S and c,ipenr.as lncurmd by the 11bd1ly lo pL"iCP. a lien 
011 the property wnhou! a "-tlgistrate or Cru:uil Courl 
Order, ('.)) A, ,1hority to shor1011 lhe. PfHKkl ot tin.10 IO< forfei 
tum of rool ~IV when Ol1111(lrf, Clf rl1!;1pidaterJ and/QI" 
\lllltlhat)illlblA strut:tun:!3 rPft1~e lo nc1dn'!SS code VIO!A· 
!ttl11s.: :md (,IJ Aulhor1ty to it-$ue on Ole snol citations for 
cocte Vil?~llOllS. (.ont'Crnir)9 (11.JtNc nrn:mm:c~. sataty ond 
henllh. 

Leam the wamlng 
signs ot Al2l!e!met's. 

'(10s1gns.org-J 

~ Fl/ID THE.P.EJICICJII '1115 WEEK~S 
MOUNTAIN BARGAlt, .. HUNTER 

Qu1tti,:t'g a1Yibkirig . 
was hard 
Sc:reenlng for ·tung., 
c:ancer le eaay. 

WIN 
ten 



mESSEliGEB liLAaa1r1tua 

ToOvnRE11ow 

PLEASE 
CHECK 

YOURAD 
Ple.n.se read 1our 
ad the firBL d«y 
ll 1l])penrs in L 
llllpel'. Rcpo 
anyerl"Offl inim 
iately and w 
m i:iadly co 

1.1irniu~li1Jn b11-;c1l 
on r.i~'\', ~tilor, n:li­
~iun, sc,:, h:andii.::ip. 
tumlllul i1utu~urnu-
1iimul oritiin, ur llll 
im~tion to 1nakr: 
.iny1,nch1~rC1"e11t~ 
limifMinn (I( di1-
c:rimi11:tl~. •. fi3. 
milial i11cluck, diil­
drcn vi\!Wr the aie 
of IS li,hl~ with 
}'-11WI~ Cit f"'-'11 C:Ot• 

~.~:-.un~: 
S\.'\°IIJlllA[o.11~1Jllyur 
o.ilild1i:null<krl8. 

~i~ ~,~:r:1~ '~~:! 
~~r1r:.,~)~s~~;:!i,~~ra 

Lures wit.bin lhe 

{vffl'imnson. StliJ 
1,,tructurc:. are be­
lni:: p1'0<'essfld by 
the Williamson 
City Council 
tht11\1gh tho Cl~y 
of Williuuumn 
OHP Recltunutian 
of. Ahnndot"IM 
JUld nilnpiflDtod. 

:::t~h .. ttttet 
11; 

th11 Dupur~m1.1ni 
t1f Rnvi1'tmmcnt:1l 
Pmt:r.ctim,, 
Ilid(IAts will ba 
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.... , ... 
reqnired Lo ~uh-

: 1~;~ fo~t~~~~ 
for d1t: rnmplAt" 
removal of .struc,. 
tu1-e11., lnuludh'l? 
foundsliam1, tie 
WtillMi\1!CJ)(l1'tltCI 
rnb, for additfon. 
al c«1tC1.'tlte don\lJ­
li.Linn lfl.g., MJ~ 
wnlk.11, 
iirit'uway~J. 
All w111·k mud 
•:umply with lu,:ul 
hnilding 1•r,d1!1;. 
OSHA 1'Cg:11l11• 
t,ion$, and en.vi-

NOTICE 

ronmeutnl dia1J1.1S# 
nl l,,\Wl!,. Evitlc-nce 

il~iu~~:~~.
1(t;j;;:~ 

ity/Wudtonl 
t!oto(l) mui.t lie 
~\lbmit.tod with 
Um hid. 
Jnt.orost.od hid# 
tlons <'M l'(Ulve :t 
topy nf lhc Uc-

$~b:a.-.,::~; 
Owrn1 Cln:voon, 
RP.,a-ion Z 'Pinn• 
nlnr: & Develor.­
mtm~ C'.om1cal, 
gclnytontili·r.gion 

Lc,-:nl Nnlkc 1:111, 
Uourd l\1cmherYm:anc.·,r Mtng,o ( .'.ounl:r Sl:'htmls 

lllt' MmJ,!••<·0,1111}' IJ";ml nf hh1~·mi,1n 1~ l,i,,,·o\..m)I, lo flll i, \°IM;l•III:)· ,1111lw ll,1,1r.1 kll h_1, 
1tw fl"\.,!'Tll rr.·,1;!.11:11100 o( ul\~mh.:., Ur,ly1k'II ( tl 1lf 1111 lit,· :!fl1h ,1:1~· 1\1 Jnn1111ry. :?O'.(,. 

I ho\<.' llll<!'l\"~k••I Ill lh1• p,1,; i1i- 111 :ire ~,i..~-· .,, ~111111111.1 \H i111·1111,·,11,:,~,1( intc1,·~1 hi !\Im~, ) 
( ', "1111y !M11111h !i111-..--rinl,'1Mk'(\l Dr Jot\l j1 l\w,i!e hy ,11i.,111 \U 1h.· .'.'~h , 1;·11 ,1fh·hrn,tl). 
111,!~1. N,. ,ji,,.:,•.., l":111 I~ h:lnd,d,.:ti,er -.-d ,1r m.1ik1I 1•1 \I~ S11111.•1 111M~k11f , 01111.,,: .11 IHI 
Ci11Ck'rt'lh1 tU .. WH!iilrn~l'f! . \\'\· !"ll,11J . 

,\loo~ .. .'dc 11\tlf\:1:, . l..lll\hdat1.:, "'"'""'' m.:!11,k ,,1..alil11;.ol1011'.,· ;\1i.:0 1.•tk.°l.: ;1111\ 11:11.°J~IK,:~. 
ln1,•,,j.-"'"..-y•>r1",tl· •11tf l,.·~ .. ...,. . .... 1o-. l . 

l lk• , ,11 ,,l,llu11,· 1h;U / )> IIPJll'llll,·d. will ~J\'\" lh,: l('rlU " ' 1,,,... ~ 1 H••;ar,1 m,:1111 .... 't" 111.1)<,kll 
c·;, ,f[ rr,1 111 1t,,.• •IA y of tlk.'rt :1r,ioi111111<'li.l 11,i1il ,',lh·h ,J;,r.~ llt l.l'.•11>rlinn,."<' wirh 111,· l)fl,\'i • 
1.i,111-.ofW,•11V1rj.!fni11(_·• .. ••• lk .;'i;:!. 

I. M111.I h,., ;1 d11i..:11. n.:l>ili.,.01 ofMin,in ('111ml), 

fflel any ~ 
ubJished, Cred­

it wiD be ut,,usd 
Cnr nne (1) doy 
nnly. Aft.er tho 
u~ 1lay the 1,1d 
:an ha t(Q"NtiW 
for the rumain­
i.ng numbldl' o 
11.m1:1, but crud.it 
v>'i]l nut bu jg.. 
StlOd fo1· daye ad 
L'an incQll'QCtly. 

POLICIES 
l'he Mingo Mes 
eeuger re&et\'es 
the right to edit, 
properly classify, 
cancel or decUne 
t'ly ltd. \Ve will 

not knowlnfll 
accept ad.vertie­
lng thnt discrint­
inatff cm the bu­
KIA at t.ex, age, 
religfon, rm·,a. 
nntionol oliY,in 
or peyHical di~ 
nhiht.y. 

1>l"Jl.USHli:R'8 
N<Yl'lCU 

Allrc11l,::i;t.itcm.lvcc­
ti~n1? in rh~ IICW.it-­
l'-1 111.lf i.<, ~ul,_jecf to 
the F11ir Hou~ing 
,\cl which m.Hl,t:i ii 
ille~:il to ndvcrtist 
"anv prl!!foreucic, 
limflntlon or ,lls-

l\ln vinlntinu oftht­
hlw. Ourrrnfleffl nm 
.ht:1cby iulunnc,1 
lhul ull dwdlin,11:i 
oo ... i:rliscd in thb 
11ew,;p~1,er ::ire:iv:til• 
ublc on un r.1111111 vp• 
ix,r1unhy b11,i$. 1·0 
...-.impl.iin of ilis-
1,..'liminorin11. ('fl(I 
HUD MJ..rrt"O nt 1-
,'l'OIJ.,(){,\l,.IJ/n. 111~ 
1011-froc numb..•r for 

~~_;9~~~9~fd 

L18ALI 

Rl!Qt/EST 
FOROIDS 

l'be Willi:ummn 

~i!ran~\lll~~~lu~ 
bid11 tor tlitt duoo• 
li1fon 111' p1ivuw 
dlVcUingi'l un1I 
('Qffl-0,.Ctr.io.l (l.tr\lC'• 

A1 ~ nu111l1n{J helcl on January 28. :-•0:?6. 1ho Tow11 CQullc•I 
of Gilbert, M111go CYLrnly. West Virgrrna, n11prtwPd. on tus1 
r0mJ1ng, n Homa Au/A Ord1mmca authonim~1 tho M:tyr.ir to 
s11l11rnl. l'l Home Rul('l Pilot Progrum Application to the 
Wes1 Virg1nm Municipal Hoom Rute Board. In ac(;O!'d<l!1(.~ 
wilh §8· 1-5fhl(1J et seq., of 1he WC'st V1,\nrn€1 Code. rmt1ce 
t'J het"JJby gi\1011 lhal Hl8 Town or G,toort·s Hom~ ntdC 
(Jtdif1trnct? nnd Home Rukl P,to1 Pmgmq• App/1,;otion will 
h\1 nw1ilflhle 1or ,x1bhr": mspeclion :i1w1111~1 ,l<lllvarv 28, 
2026. nt GrlhM Town Hat locatod 5 \.Vlinmcliff£> AvMue. 
Gifbet1. WV 2%21. A Public He(WmQ rl>(JatdirKJ Ute Mome 
Rula OrdMJC~ :md Hon~ R,Ao r'i101 Pr(agt"MI 
App)tr.al!('l!l. II) bf' ,mmedi.,lol-; followot1 Qy a oe;er.ond 
mncf,ng by IM Gilbert Town C«xmc•I_ will bo held on Mfltl"-11 
11. 2026. Al 6 00 pm .. al l;llberl Town Hn,1 f:-mn:0 '°' .. ~11c111 
nod ,'tddro?t.!I as ahovel. ThP Town or G1toer1·~ Hnmn R11IP 
Pilot P1ognu11 l\pphca1JOn w,tl ,11r.1ut1A proJ)(J31"<l orc11 
11;11'1C8~ for (I) Authority 10 ,mpose "1 r.tu1},opnl SnlOo:; t111d 
U!l':t T;,\,c, (2) Auth(,ntV to :ihat6 ~CJ-.Ot<>:i. nnd {li/npKlnlf:'11 
nnd,rnr llllSnfe rtropert1es 11ml to .,;;eek rn11Hl)ur~1nc:in1 of 
COS1!-\ and ~xpt>ni:,es 1ncurwd by lh".' Ul)1\tty t<I phx.r ~l hell 
on !hit! p..-oµerty without a Ma~11a1ra10 ni C11cint Court 
Orde1, 13) Authority to shor1~n the JM'!riort o1 l1mr.i Im forlie1-
1ur8 of ra.11 property whe1, owner=; of d1l~p1dnted omitnr 
11mnli.1h1t~1bla sfmc/utes: reftisf! u, addrt.•,;, (a)d{.>- v;oln• 
r1o<ti;: nnd {ill A11lhonty !(.1 msu6 on tlm ~flOl c:Untum~ fr_1r 
code v101,11t1ons concerning p1)bl1c ru 119nnces, :,;.;Jfl!lY anti 
hc>allh 

!. Mn~I m.1inlain n ll<"rt\l;lllc."lll n.:.._i,\r.11,•_. 111 l\·lmpn I unulv ,n lhl"' 1.,:-,_• Mu)l.i"h·riilJ 
Di-Jrkl 

.l. Cami,~ hohl lh<: po~i11rn1 :i-. ;1 1-co1d1trtll' ~"·i,·,• pt:1:,. 11111,,[ i11 tlii: l);,.111c1. 
c ·n1111111 hi>l,I i10n111rrr111hlk ollke 01' l'tc :111~,nl,c,•,,f ,..,y l'h,lilka! r,111~• .-i.:1.•,•111i,·t 

,•,1111mi111:l!. <11 lw.•1:1·111k:' :r ,·:imlid:1!,• f111· w1:-· ,11h~·1 puhlk ,11r.1.•c ulh~•t 1han 111<.•111!1<,1 
ul 1h.: Jh1.;11,J ,,r Ed111.•at1,.11. A,·amlid.111.• 11w Ut1;11\I. y. hu i., tmt i.:11rr-.·111lv ~1•1vi11,i rn1 
llll· lh.:u,l. m,ty lwl1I m1tlll1t;r 1•11r>1k ,1flkl' v.llili: 11 ~·iru,!ulak· if . .J i11· ., • ..,i!m'> h•Hll 
lhc' ,11hcr1mhlic om••~ pri,1r 1111;1ki11i: 1h,• 0111h ,,(olfin; :,., 11 1!10.anl 011.:mh,•r. Th•• 
t1!1m "1,ul>h,; ,,Uk-.!~ 11~ U>ii..-.l in thi} by lilw J.11.·~ m.ot i11du,k: "'-'n•kt- nu au:,- 1•lh1."1 
l'i\llhl.,~~,•11'.'d 1Wll1'!1'flilll<"1l. p1t1f11 •II' 11t111pml;l. J'ltto\'0<:lr, I lh<• 1u·,.,.,11 ,l<k"; n,11 
fl.'l.'dVt.' l'llBtlll..'ll,;.11i11 n :1111! lh,: prhlMI) s.•npi.• uf 1'11.· 1!111,nl 1<, fllll n~~ llt.'11 lo 1t1.1hli, · 
~d1u,1l1. 

"I C.111rw.:i hc.·nmc a ro1111fidnl<" (()t . rvwn·(' .1• . 11 ,k-k J1,1lc-.~ lh·m111c- "r l"ffl'I:}' M ;1 

1r.11io11:tl f"lli1i<•.,I p.itt,, c111n1.'miu11 

6. (·it111111' •,uhnl • ..-11,·,:nc 11<•h11,:;il ,'t1n1nhutioo, tt1 ~lllll"IJl Ille d~°\.ti,m <1) . ur lo 
>l' h t1.• 1h,: <,11Uf'lli~• • .u ,!,:,I ll of. ;111, ~•111111ft1nt,• fnr l~'ll"lll .. lhH' 

7 M:,~ ,•ni.,1~1' it> ;111:,: 11n1II lho.• r111lr1win~ puH1k'11I :i,,:t il'ili.",: 
• m, ,k,; ,·.11uJ'ill1t11 ,:u11hitmriu11, tu p;n \1.-1111 nt hi r,111h:1u .:;111111,.1.,1.-. p;u1i.,.t11 

,·:nl(lill"r"~ 
• ,,11,·,ul J"llir[,:a) lim•I wii.<·1-.. l',,1 11;uti -<t11, "' hi•fl,1ni,a11, ·:1mli, l,11.•,, 
• ..... ·no.: d~ ;111 •mp;ii,J n•ltm1..:c1 l•11 -t 11.i11i~a 11 ,.:,m11•m!=ll 
• l~,hl",11!\ ,·11,lu"'<.· m1v ,:;iml11foh• 111 ,, 11o1r1i-.111• ,1r h, ·1•,1111 , ,111 dlVllt!ll 

•aJ1c11,lo1 l'ut111l~.~lo1tl•.1111Hllimml l'll11itkal p1111 y \'<111,,•nlion 

1-i. M11.,1 110~,~!<>, .ii !c.i~I ;1 hi11,h ~.-11,ml ,l1pl111rn1 ora Cil ilJ I li\SC ,l[plrmm. 

,, l,lpin dc.-1lot1 In lhc- llo.it\l. ll'l.1Y 110111~ .. 1111,c 1hr , hui,- , or a llo,ml 111,•rnlwr 11111.,~, 

✓hv 1111-.. i:ompk•w,111 ,-mu~ nfnril·nr111iou. 11 ,; .,,,1 1i111l, lwu-iul,l'f,n1 

I!) u,,,111 W•!>Ullllll!( mcmht:1!oohi1• 111 lht' ll••m1t. 11111\I 111111111111~ t\•,·,:1w 11,•1·.:11 I 71 d,i,.:J., 
hnm .... o( IMilllA)-!. ,1,,,,, ..... ~;.1 ill WV( -, ... , •• 114.;'i. ).11n 

PUBLIC NOTICE • LEGAL NOTICE 

\;\~>•,1 \'"•l'GI.\ '1,r.r A·ufar., ~ 11:w 
,",,,,nyf•1o'!.,1ml'l",fi,·, .. ,.~1 i·, \(l).".r•1,;•,!,;.,l;,11~.·.t•,lt.1\t 
i:11:i 11111.l:1i'i111•WII:\ 

nv1la•.:,)11.\\'l•,JV, .. ,:1.,.~! 

(~l}J{'. 11f11;J•lJ W'1,..,1(· ,If/I~ .'/.f1~'.(JIW, :'!\\'/ ~-WMfljl U(1 

:.r(: :~::~~~t·•:,ffl'_I•" 

l',~,,,1llt' f,'(~,t:{1i' 

i.,· 1r1;r.,, rt;!~. fi.lfil'{ 1mm i·.,w ~lfiJ'( ()I 1,.·.,~~I !.1w d"'-•i•rc1 . .r,•d1 

l•H~. H·pni's•'l!:,111~"1, \11\,;<!'•i~O' ,i\V:W, .itl (,,,,,.,1. hf'Lf\ !J'J~•d•dn', "'" 

'" - ,jlnr·, (111,1-;;,,1,\:' ~•t11w· -~I• 1!,)1 l,t nf1r' ~i_•r\ a, ,·,,m,•r~. ritht'1 l)il'11•:t 

l·::·,i:11; .1n 1m•l••;•d11l 1~1n.,,: 1. :!,,, 1'. " ~'1! ;,ir ;,:n11r11y .1~~ ,~:i•rr Nnii:-~ 
\1,d 11!,1_1· f•.ta•.11!),' fll\~•rr<I 1•· ,1- .. ~1:t1 · I JtMf'•~r,~ 

·{,•1• l">I~ l,1~•· 1wli,., Jl;,11 M,~·.:nttl',011,if lOIW~t~l '.11. \l•,'11111d•,1\.-,rr.ith~ 
foU,;n;m11 h\11 ~11!' ( c'll N,, ?!JI j ( ,:1:.:nl~ i•J(Jl(I] ,fl Kl ~MIT cm:; 
11,,.1,,;,, 1; ,11 :;,,110/'1.Wf .~ r:M-itJ'.,~ -'O'»•Bnv rn;"rl<Wi:!iy,,h1d11d\1" 
:•mw1I 1lt.'h11qu,:1H w ~w,¥ 11rr;d- m 11>1 i'-~'nt ,\I f'(lr,'( 1mm r:.~ 'I. ,,mj 
,/\.1", ·.,l/,] h~ IIN1 ,1r; ... ,1, I iJft>11u· ,•ll'l•~ ,, 1l<':,,1.-j·1c11; .•wJ ,~·,rwnl('ff~ l1•d~ 

n! Mltt(,0 I n,;•li{ Jl ti..- ,;,>"1• f!'f !r't tif41r,,1,,.-1111.,,..!\ ,i·t juh l"i. Ji);>A. 
r.11,:r.11n<;f1JWl(\,"Mftlf1:c, .. ,1,;f<;l•::1J1~,:·,t,,.11r1Jf,r,11J1\l,tf1('(!oflfa, 
• !Jtl, ,r-, t••.1,11,:, Mil h._. ''"''Jt ._.,., 01 .1~,, t,l1r I 10J/. ~ p,:t11i1lrrl b,- IJl'o, 

•nil!' ; hrl,~w th,11 ,I;.,,,,;,, l!t'll't•v, •w;I 1••~ t><l.il~ JI,".,,,, n: .,,.p,IP{i I.I 
1t'.!~••"11,rtfo4h.,'c1:rltpl Fi. 'I)", ,i,,l:J,t>,1·.ft-11,.~. 

• l'l1•·"tnl/(!(111,;l !.\II• :.Jot~, ,1•11,/1~u•r• d•·~tln If,,, ,f;\/,• •I"" c,•1t1! ·,1 

;~111 i~ithu1tr11- t II~ r.,, v:11\~i,·! r,1 ,..t,,•1 '/!J]( ~.i.'.'l!) \ ;711 ,-, 

• I' ,d 1,h •:·i.N~. w,11, r,1r"'"·,l ;,,11! ;h )111,,, th•~,,, 11,r ,1~1;, 1P1l•k,, 
1t11,i/.-.1i111t1ror,p1j1<·r. 5,(111!: 

• ',ul~•·!!ill'!\!'1! l4h" fll"l'!"L jl: ,,,,•r,r,ry ,,,11, •1'11\ti'\I;', lr11.:i,·1Pll 
;lfjJ,l ;/'!l(i,l ~,:;'9;1Ji< 

• t.,Pl_!<;m\ (1':l1hrJl.,,1, !'11\'tl • .•!•:>'I .,11o,] lf"-Otmpt11.>u f~r, !l!u•; 1J;1,'f1'SI 
~Hi;, ir, 

• ,~ll~~Jlll 11.11(1 I,~, hi~' f.r,\ITT.,h11f•II ""1 , h• l•'dK"ll•, IJ:1111,, IH:.11. r,;:1 
•.r,;1,11•,C'!V/1!'. :·.,,,11·1Ji·, ;,f f 1h' 1-.:·l!" ,1111"/'",' ')l.;,7 '~f. 

• l,.>UI l\•1NUl\l l!i-f .1•1-;l f•.,~.¼t:r' I<> I'/\' \l.1•1.· ru,Jtlor t.W1P!<1 fhilf 
":--,,.r 1 ™11.~1.u'f,~lt'd •1• r,,,:,, .. ,\: 11 .-,r~ \ 1.110:t .'!, 

'1r-,1r,1,nl('d,'f'1tc,,l:,ir~tn>i l''tr# ~ml .. O.Wlh,h111.1~,;,qtt-i'Jt/l··.'( 
l{l~lf('-':.\lr;1.11••.1111,,.lmlN,",! 

~ o.~.,/1(-vf· l(.JI C',,l,;l'I~ (. '(fll.11 ,-,~J;(lfj <,•~·•-i,1lll', ~r,1111:.)\' pr11L1l>rl II P 
,\,;d;l•l1 In 1rdrt-111 !~.'.' rnl ,;;1,11,, ui ool ntntt- th!nlhtN• innl'.'t111'11~.t' 
1'~1':ll~fll; 1/nl ::1111~[ ll•f' IC . .f .t111r11,1\I r1•;p1••l'rl 1,:. l~!l~rm :Lr U""i "'J~!(' 
rn~rl•l ,:,£ 1: "'-••lPi(i' ,,Im~ u~('.I ,r, .. ,1,i •'rl M,ll~" 

Pl,ut R11urn this l1tt1r ,net p11ym1nt lotht! 
Wtst Vl,gini, Sbtt .ludlto.r's Offltl, 

C111m1y Coilectlon, DIYitl~, 
1900 it.n1wh,1 Bovlevud U11, lulktlnt 1, ROAm W-114 

Ch1uh1:1Mn . West Vln,lnh,. 2!i30S. 

PUBLIC NOTICli • LEGAL NOTICE 

W~I V~~1111,1 !:I.OIi: A.11H£1r \ (i!i~1 
f1•ut>1;f,-.lhta1~r l•.v•<1•lll i~(i:>> 111,,1..,1t,:·,.,,1 .. , • .1, I!:.•,; 
h•1•';h•1f1l.Y-=-,..,'/.'!l•I 
lfM1K'·:.m11w .. ,,1v:1,1•,1,, • ."'!. 

[Xl7.S r:•.i,(•l•U w~.(l.'(1\lltt'Y(/ll(il !;(r,;r;V(t() 

li,cMmqol.-l,.•!~r•1(Jc• 
f'OllrlrOOi 
PAc·,.!'l'Kl',11)0? 

11) [OPPU•.lJl/':,11(£ tOfiPUO 11·c:11n.Jt";lf(I /[IIJ';Tflmn fl\ lv,,rn 
l,lW rlf'•":le~\ (ll>rhlr, •, r11pr11~,en1.11,~,. ~11''"\CN'. MW/11\ ,JI! ~•11\wr, 
/1e11\. q11.;rd1.1r11, {(lr\('IV,\!I;'•\ f.,!, .. :1;1'·.,,_ ,i,ln1,,11~tr,11rir1, l,,.nt,,1/rit'r~. 

((• fll'l!i'-·.1, olhfl in•fl!'• 1- .l\',!'':f ~·· n1rl1~•;frc! 1"!1'1t'';I Jr> Uw /1:l,llQl!Mll 

f]f(l~ p1f1.~lid (l!h.r i1Jlhf'l l/1J! 111,t l\ri\',• .4ll','tlllt>1r1I !lt t11t ~11t,1N! pr(1fl 

&rt~ 

DISTRICT Mlti{;tmur, MAP.:.:, PARCH nrO!I l\OOn 00011 

't,:>i1 will :.;~r. ,1,,t~<! :1111 (JliO Hltil1;1 II( r}ip 1•,mhl~i:-1 o1 l'lo!' l,)bl'o1r.,1 
,~JI.-.\U1,:, C~•I J./o"; 70]ll 001'114.i 1c,c·.1"'1,-iMM,tl01IA/'1,~l11r!. ,.,.~ 
S1Jll Pl!Jrn~l (P. v,l1,•J1 w,:. tf'iU:f'C'II it,l,n11:F1>l o, :.,,t11,,t•!1;d j,, lh-' 
mM,· r,t J\Y,liCf llHiHUO ,1•aJ .,,,,.\; ,H t-.,u·,, ,•i1111t11HrmM,.~,1,-, o! 
{11!1:ucti.:r:-t ~"d o;.,r.1;_,1,.,,.,/ ho;/1•. i,11.'•~l(i(i (.-,ontr ~I tt,,. •!. f,·, ll1r d◄:­

li,,q,.,t.1•\ l••l",('ll ·"•'it lf, ,'07•1 f,\lOf~il fl\~1'11( ,,..1,..•·,t•,1ln• f•'1+l'f't11, 
1,l!fdth.i,1tk1t.1t,•,,11."•l',lll'\IJltwt!llsr,1'!/->(>(11""'1,."k.'.1,i.,'tl?t, 
.-~ OflM~ t; ljw u,,l,,,\ hfotP lflJI d,ti v11•••IP.•'11 \•11'1 w,11'\1.l'r 11•'!' 
,i,ro1wlr>o'rll•d1-11(',kt-·11 •:,,,· hrlr;~ 4j1••• :1 }(l}I, \\-1Jl be.-.~ !i,1!.'.lflt 

•A,...,"",lllt'rjll.lil.)1hr'1rr'. ,•1,c11t,.wi•i<J1,f'~1•1!u• 01•11!-r!llil.'1N!1I .. , 

II"\/\ 1',llh,111·.:,•·,1 'nr!i( ¥rl• h(l,•Trwn 'r,.'[() ~:,:; SM,1 :,; 

..- fl4; ~ 1~, kl, .. t, \ .. ,+ 111:, .. ••,\ J ... ,1. !. .II ··r•. ill t' .,,1 1lt1• .far,,,,, .-,,r·•i•~ ~ 
,,,.1,tM!1(~1.•l111m1ir1 SOill\ 

♦ 5.1,h~Nt•:~nt ;,f :-t-•i'~ 11.-,,;I ,,u I',, f'11:wrl·;, w,1i, ml •r·I !1, i,,f I,,, ,r· • 
202.➔ llM'l S',7nfl',; 

• Att(l,:,11 \ (c,·,1u.,1:11)!l_ Fli\1' ~101,1,, ,J•,rl ~f',l('mpl11:ui Ir,• p;11~ ,,i,,,,;~\ 
~lf!l,J,? 

• /irrHJIJ!ll {).ltd Im lit!~ l~,11'••1"1t1•,11 r ' "1.- ••.•It-Pm r~ V~·.1•1r,11, J ti 
~(ln~1o•:•,rcl' ~c,Jfla•vr,l!,1J1,•1\,1>;,/lr1••r 1 9,::., ,'1 

• lt1\,1i ,,m!IMl llut' ~oJ l',1~.\l:f1• lf• \~\' ~ ll,• .lln1!11,'.r 1.l'J~,•1 :1-r,J 
1!'1.'~~io,dc<1 ,01,ltri ,orr,, ... ,,,,1.JirloNl <J.l,ll'J•• 

You .11,,,...:fc;,11, #I .1nt hlllf' ti,'4,,,• t,,,,., \n .'.'C,'I(, t>·,•r:i;~,1c1 !l'f' :;li-w..· 
Ml;11llc:.s.i1w1111{'.'(r,ccJ,nL.·re\l 

1111-r lh.:M ,,,11 l'~':,f(' 11 'i~lf i,nr11.Jty IC ,oill'li.'t', Vi;II ''·.JYjl':!1,tjnr, (ti" 
~tidMI !A f\!1Jetri1 Ifie ir.;l~:.Ull' Jfl !')I.)[ 1'1()1'"• 1h,m1l11e, 11,1 rrmrnl~I 
PJ~ll"Clll\ 1f1JI e1w~1,~,I' 1o:i1-1I ,fr.,''1)1fll ll'1ll•lfft 1,, Fl"[l<>~rll II••,~, t•Jalt­

pn£1rlo I~~ !\%11'{1' flfllil' r1ted tfe•~:r;ht,i ,1hl"l' 

(,~,.,,, 1<1IOP.1 my [;~nd frh11,,..i. ]{IN: 

PUBLIC NOTICE • LEGAL NOTICli 
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Town of Gilbert 
Special Meeting 
March 11th, 2026 

6:00pm 

Location: Gilbert Municipal Complex Event Center 

MINUTES 

1. Call to Order 

a. 6:05pm opened public hearing. 
2. Prayer 
3. Pledge 
4. Roll Call 

a. Mayor Michael Fox 
b. Recorder Kyle Surber 
c. Council Member Valerie Bradford 
d. Council Member Brandon Cline 
e. Council Member Missy Birchfield 

f. Council Member Michael Mounts ABSENT 
g. Council Member Quinn Miller ABSENT 

S. 2nd reading of Home Rule Ordinance and Home Rule Pilot Program 
application. 

a. There are no attendees from the public present. 
b. Recommendations were given by Kendal Partlow on 

proceedings for the Home Rule process going forward. 

c. Record was held for 10 minutes for public comment. 
d. Motion was made to approve the 2nd reading of the Home 

Rule Ordinance. 



1. Motion: Brandon Cline 

ii. Seconded: Valerie Birchfield 

iii. Approved unanimously. 

e. Motion made to enter executive session. 

,. Motion: Valerie Bradford 

ii. Seconded: Brandon Cline 

iii. Approved unanimously. 

f. Motion made to exit executive session. 

1. Motion: Brandon Cline 

ii. Seconded: Missy Birchfield 

iii. Approved unanimously. 

g. No decisions were made in the executive session. 

6. Adjournment 
a. Motion made to adjourn. 

i. Motion: Brandon Cline 

ii. Seconded: Missy Birchfield. 

iii. Approved Unanimously 
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AN ORDINANCE BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF GILBERT, WEST 
VIRGINIA, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SUBMIT A HOME RULE 

APPLICATION AND WRITTEN PLAN TO THE MUNICIPAL HOME 
RULE BOARD IN ACCORDANCE WITH §8-1-Sa et. seq. OF THE WEST 

VIRGINIA CODE 

BE IT HEREIN ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

GILBERT, MINGO COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to 

submit. a written plan to the Municipal Home Rule Board in accordance with West Virginia Cod~ 

§8-1-Sa et seq .. as amended, and to otherwise carry into effect and execute all necessary 

documents required for the consideration of the Town of Gilbert for the Municipal Home Rule 

Program. A copy of said written plan, as approved by the Gilbert Town Council, is attached 

hereto and incorporated herein. 

FIRST READING: 

PUBLIC HEARING/SECOND READING: 

RECORDER: 

MAYOR: ~=_./ ~ 

DATE: 

DATE: 
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APPROVED BY MAJORITY VOTE ON FIRST READING: ~ No 

APPROVED BY MAJORITY VOTE ON SECOND READIN 



Town of Gilbert 
Detail of B & o Tax 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2024 
Total Rate% Current Gross Tax Proposed Rate Proposed Tax Total B&O Tax Reduction 

Natioal Resources 0.00 Various o.oo· Same 0.00 0.00 
Manufacturing 0.00 0.30 0.00 0.15 0.00 0.00 

Retailers 46489179.98 0.35 162712.12 0.32 148765.37 13946.75 
Wholesalers 0.00 0.15 0.00 0.15 0.00 0.00 

Water Companies 0.00 3.60 0.00 3.60 0.00 0.00 
Electric Power 0.00 3.60 0.00 3.60 0.00 0.00 
Natural Gas 0.00 3.00 0.00 3.00 0.00 0.00 

Other Public Utilities 0.00 2.00 0.00 2.00 0.00 0.00 
ContractinQ 213334.50 2.00 • 4266.69 2.00 4266:69 0.00 

Banking 761028.88 0.90 684925 0.28 6849.25 0.00 
Amusement 0.00 0.50 0.00 0.50 0.00 0.00 

Service and all Others 3905463.32 0.90 35149.16 0.90 35149.16 0.00 
Rents, Royalties and Fees 1088217.77 0.90 9793.95 0.87 9467.49 326.46 

Total 5~5722~.~ 218TT1.17 2044.9Z ~§ 1.4?7~ ?1 --:::i-
Total Taxable Sales 18301388.16 

Additional Council Charges 
Home Rulte Tax Rate 1.00 

Horne Rule 1B~C13 ~a 
Met Change 183013.88 

Less 2% TaxAdmin Fee (3660.27) 
Less Annual Assessment (2000.00) 

Less; B & O Reduction (14273.21) 

Net Available for New Projects :16J080-4Q 



C. Jeffrey Vallet, CPA 

Vallet Tax and Accounting Service, AC 
401 Cole Street 60 I E Street 

Logan, WV 2560 I South Charleston, WV 25303 
(P) 304-752-1272 (P) 304-768-6730 
(F) 304-752-3254 (F) 304-768-6031 

AFFIDAVIT 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
COUNTY OF LOGAN, to-wit: 

I, C. Jeffrey Vallet, having been duly sworn, do hereby state and affirm the following: 

1. That I am the CPA of the Town of Gilbert, having served from January 28, 2026 to the 
present; and 

2. That as CPA, I am familiar with the financial affairs for the Town of Gilbert; and 

3. That I hereby certify to the best of my ability, that the Town of Gilbert is not delinquent 
in, nor does it have any outstanding payments due to the State of West Virginia. 

This affidavit is sworn by me and submitted this 1/ fh. 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
COUNTY OF LOGAN, to-wit: 

. Jef re , Vallet, CPA 
Vallet Tax & Accounting Service AC 
P. 0. Box 927 
Logan,WV 25601 
cjvallet@vallettax.com 

1.t,:Ji G.UL,..I , a Notary Public in and for the County and State aforesaid, do 
hereby certify that C. Jeffrey Vallet, known and known to me, did swear to and subscribe 
before me the above affidavit. 

Given under my hand and this / {Jk:. day of _...,Mevr......,;"'-=-..,_,.,.t.....,11 __ _,, 2026. 

My commission expires ¥ 1,}-c2).l, • ' , A~~ I/} 

~~ ornoi'Arsrn-·--i 
NOTAAv Puewc I Signature 

TATE OF WEST VIRGINIA ' k 
Kendal E Paniow I ~j l ~ &lllow I.aw oiflcea, PLLC j 
wf~.~1

m71) j g 6 ,., J 
omtnlNIOII EXPillll Ma~ 26, 202& ................ ____ ., ................. _ .. ,. Notary Public 



Taxpayer Services Division 
P.O. Box 3784 
Charleston, WV 2S337-3784 

0 WEST VIRGINIA 
• TAX DIVISION 

Matthew R. Irby, Tax Commissioner 

TOWN OF GILBERT 
5 WHARNCLIFFE AVE 
GILBERT WV 25621-4500 

West Virginia Tax Division 

Letter of Good Standing 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 01/26/2026 

Letter ID: 
Issued: 

L0408531872 
01/26/2026 

A review of tax accounts indicates that TOWN OF GILBERT is in good standing as of the effective date 
of this document. 

Please note, this Letter of Good Standing expires on April 26, 2026. 

The issuance of this Letter of Good Standing shall not bar any audits, investigations, assessments, refund 
or credits with respect to the taxpayer named above and is based only on a review of the tax returns and 
not on a physical audit of records. 

Sincerely, 

Nicole Grant, Tax Unit Supervisor 
Taxpayer Services Division 

ntLI03 v.41 

Taxpayer Services Division • P.O. Box 3784 • Charleston, WV 25337-3784 
www.tax.wv.gov 
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P,Lrtlow Law Offices, PLLC ~ Phone: (304) (i!!8-144'' 
Lo:.:11iu11: :H<J K·y~•:r Stroer. W;iyne, WV 25570 Fax: (304} .'.\62-'l82') 

-~~'.,ilin~~~~- 1101_1_12_2 \X_'a_y,_1c_, \X_'"_' 2_5_57_o ____ ,, _______ k_·11_:1r_tlo_w_l~11·0fficrs~i>gn1:iil.~,_,,n 

The Hon. Michael Fox 
Mayor, Town of Gilbert 
5 Wharncliffe A venue 
Gilbert, WV 25621 

PARTLOW LAW OFFICES, PLLC 
Kendal E. Parclow, Attorney at Law 

March 11, 2026 

ATTORNEY OPINION LETTER CONCERNING THE TOWN OF GILBERT'S 
APPLICATION FOR MUNICIPAL HOME RULE 

Dear Mayor Fox: 

As you are aware, the Town of Gilbert retained my law firm to provide it with 
legal assistance regarding applying for Home Rule status before the West Virginia 
Municipal Home Rule Board. 

Part of the application process requires that the applicant town offer a legal 
opinion attesting that the application has complied with all legal requirements. Please 
all.ow this correspondence to serve as the above referenced legal opinion. 

By my signature below and upon review of the documents associated with the 
application process, I herein attest that in my opinion the said application is fully legally 
compliant with the statutory requirements set forth in W.V. Code § 8-1-5(a) et seq. 
governing the application process for the Home Rule Pilot Program. 

Should you require any additional infom1ation and/or have any 
questions/concerns regarding the contents of this letter, please so advise. 

Sincerely, 
PARTLOW LAW OFFICES, P LC 

~~ef:l-.,,, ~ 
BY: Kendal E. Partlow, Esq. 

4S 




